ones 


§ N.C. Section Manager Reed Whitten, AB4W 
chats with RARS VP Chuk Gleason, KB4MDZ & 
Patrick Paul, N4SSL 


MINUTES OF THE MEETING 


The regular monthly meeting of the RALEIGH 
AMATEUR RADIO SOCIETY was held June l, 
1988 at the First Presbyterian Church, on 
S. Salisbury St. President Pete Thacher, 
N4HQZ, called the meeting to order and 
welcomed the 79 members and 19 guests. 


The following items of business from the 
May board meeting were discussed: 

* The Board deceided to continue sending 
SASE's in the newsletter for renewal of 
dues. Due to the increase in membership, 
additional funds will be required. A 
total of $60 from the administrative 
budget will be spent. 

* The W1AW station is undergoing 
renovation. The board recommended a 
donation of $150 towards this project. A 
motion from the membership was made and 
carried to make this donation. 

* Bruce, WASNEW, investigated club 
insurance thru the ARRL. For $10 over 
what we pay now, the new policy gives more 
coverage. The Board recommended changing 
to this’ policy. A motion from the 
membership was made and carried to switch 
insurance policies. To do this the self 
insurance line item in the budget must be 
increased from $75 to $375. 

* It was brought to the Board's attention 
that an additional $150 was needed in the 
Field Day budget to pay for renting a 
generator - and a_ port-a-potty. The 
membership made a motion which was 
caarried to increase the Field Day budget 
by the amount required. This brings the 
total Field Day budget to $250. 


Pete, N4HQZ, reminded the group about the 
July meeting being held at the YMCA. We 
will be breaking up into special interest 


groups. The function of these groups will 
be to make recommendations as to _ the 
course the club should take. All members 


are encouraged to participate. 


N 


Walter, KM4BU, told the group of some 
equipment Aerotron would like to donate to 
the club for our use and experimentation. 

Among items of consideration is an ACSB 
repeater without duplexer. The members 


felt the equipment could be put to good 
use. A motion was made and passed to 
accept the offer from Aerotron. . 


Our Vice-President, Chuk, 
resigning because _ his 
moving to New Hampshire. He and XYL 
Carla, KB4MDY, will be missed by all. A 
replacement is being sought for this 
position. 


KB4MDZ, is 
family will be 


Edward, N4SSU, is our new Public Service 
Chairman. He announced that towards the 
end of the summer he will be gearing up 


for the State Fair event. 


Mike, AA4YH, Wake County EC, asked for 
participants for the ARES Call Up list. 
He also asked for help on June 4th with a 
project to clean up Crabtree Creek. Hams 
are needed for communications. 


Bob 
group 
letter tells 


(NA4G), and Steve (AB4EL), updated the 

about Field Day '88. The May news 
all about it. A sign up 
sheet was passed around. A cook out on 
Saturday is planned. Everyone is invited 
to join in the fun. 


Vice President Chuk Gleason, KB4MDZ, 
introduced the guest speaker, Johnny 
Mayfield, | WA9SZL. Johnny gave a most 


interesting talk about power supplies that 
was enjoyed by all. After the program, a 
prize was drawn. There being no further 
business, the meeting adjourned. 


Sue Meyer Parks, WB4USX 
RARS Secretary 
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FOR SALE! ! 


RARS gas generator. By sealed bid. 
Minimum offer $120, postmarked no later 
than August ist, 1988. Mail to RARS P.O. 
Box 17124, Raleigh, NC 27619 Info K4HF, 
or WAQSNEW. 


- WELCORE 
NEN 


MERIBERS! 


RARS would like to welcome 12 new members: 


Elizabeth Williams, Raleigh 

Jayant Kelkar, Cary 

Therman Powell, Durham 
N4SWB- Gilbert Chenery, Raleigh 
WB9YZI Peter Kraehenbuhl, Raleigh 
KC4CFG Rick Ward, Wake Forest 
N4SSY Navin Tailor, Raleigh 
N4SVZ Jim Wagner, Durham 
KC4FBW James Peaks, Durham 
K9OPM Paul Mueller, Raleigh 
N4SSQ_ Marie Savoy, Rougemont 
WD4PSO Keith Savoy, Rougemnont 
We welcome all of you into our club, and 
hope you will enjoy the fellowship RARS 
has to offer. The best way to become 
acquainted with your’ fellow club members 
is to become active. For those of you 
Currently licensed, we operate two nets: 
On on 2 meter FM nightly, and another on 
10 meter SSB almost nightly. Check the 
EXCITER cover for times and frequencies. 
For those of you not currently licensed, 
the club is "at your service" to help. 
Contact our training director, Jim 
DuBreck, N4BY0, @ 781-9437 to get the ball 
rolling. , 


Again, to all WELCOME!! 
RARS membership totals 272!! 


As of 19 June, 


BE ER OO OEE ORE OE OE 
TVI HINT: 


Your neighbors are still plagued with TVI, 
even after you've installed a_ low pass 
filter on your coax?? Try a second low 
pass filter in series with the first!! 
It's worked for more than one ham! ! 


tnx to Sonny, VE3NQU, via the "RaRa Rag" 
(Rochester Amateur Radio Assn (NY) 


PS. as in public 
Service | 


Volunteer operators, Technician Class or 
above, are being sought’ to provide 
comunications for the Norh Carolina 
Bicycle Club's Summer Rally on Sunday, 
July 17th. Two different courses will be 
run, one 50 KM, and the other 100 KM. 
Hams are being requested to provide 
communications between the Start / finish 
area and two "sag wagons" (porvided and 
driven by Bicycle Club members) cruising 
the courses. The rally will start from 
Regency Park in Cary around 7:30 AM, and 
will last about 5 or 6 hours. RARS member 
Jim Mulligan, N40DA, (779-1997) is the man 
to contact. Jim sez RARS_ had provided 
communications for this group in the past, 
and they were so impressed, they asked for 
our help again. Jim also sed that if 
enough volunteers were found to handle the 
Other positions, he'd operate bicycle 
mobile during the event! (Will that be the 
50, or the 100 KM course, Jim?!?) Contact 
Jim if you can help provide community 
service during this event. 


KKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKEK 


Always nice to see the calls of RARS 
members in QST. A_ big toot of the RARS 
whistle to Dave Williams, KM4AK 
(ex-WB4ZZY), who racked up a 2nd Place for 
North Carolina in the recent 10 meter 
contest. Rob Ingraham, AB4FY (ex-KK4EV) 
placed Sth. In the multi-op category, the 
crew out at Wake Tech's WB4TOP (WA9QNEW, 
W4FMN, AA4TE, N4PSJ, N4RGG, WD4BRU, & 
WDO4RDT -- mostly all RARS members), also 
copped a respectable 2nd Place. 


Joel Walker, AA4TE also made Brass 
Pounder's League, with 124 pieces of 
traffic handled. Not far behind was Mark, 
N4MQU with 96, and AB4E0. 


Congratulations to all!! 


LEAGUE PLANNING MEETING MINUTES 


John Kanode, N4MM 
ARRL Roanoke Division Vice Director 


The 1988 Roanoke Division League Planning 
Meeting was held at the Registry Hotel in 
Charlotte, NC on May 14 and 15, and was 
hosted by the Mecklenburg Amateur Radio 
Society. 


In attendance were the four Section 
Managers, appointees, assistant Directors, 
club representatives, interested amateurs, 
an ARRL Hq. staff representative, and the 
Division Director and Vice Director. 


The meeting was opened by Bob Darke, 
W4MHF, LPM-88 Chairman, followed by Wilton 


McAllister, WB4PCS, Mecklenburg ARS 
President. After the introductions were 
made, Division Vice Director, John 


Kannode, N4MM covered the purpose of the 
LPM and procedures on making resolutions. 
Director Gay Milius, W4UG gave the state 
of the Division presentation which was 
very informative. 


Presentations were also made by Roger 
Burt, N4ZC on the status of the two QSL 
bureaus; John Kanode, N4MM on recent 
developments on PRB3, the 220 mHz issue, 
and the ‘proposed rewrite of the Amateur 
rules. Rosalie White, WAI1STO from ARRL 
Headquarters talked about the many aspects 
of activities and actions that take place 
at HQ in Newington, CT. Reports were also 
given by the section managers, as well as 
by some appointees. Reports and 
activities of the five ARRL board advisory 
committees were reviewed by John Kanode, 
N4MM. The biggest activity being that of 
the DXAC with the creation of new single 
band DXCC awards and other changes to the 
DX program. 


The final session at the LPM was the open 
forum and resolutions. Sixteen 
resolutions were presented and approved 
for possible motions at the July ARRL 
board meeting or for ARRL HQ staff action 


items, or for Roanoke Division Director 
action. 


Some of these resolutions were: 


* A greater coordination between National 
Traffic System and the National Packet 


_ System and that workable guidelines and 


procedures for integrating packet mode 
into the NTS be created. 


* NTS publications and instructions to net 
managers stress the need for liaison from 
section NTS nets to gateway PBBS in the 
section. 


* Section Managers receive a copy of all 
correspondence mailed to section level 
appointees and that the ARRL LETTER be 
furnished at no cost to all section level 
appointees. 


* The VEC program incorporate a system or 
method where successful candidates are 
informed of the questions that they did 
not answer correctly. The reason is to 
insure that new licensees do not leave 
with a misconception of the rules and 
regulations. 


* A packet of the forms contained in the 
new edition of the emergency coordinators 
handbook be made available in full size 
(8-1/2 x 11) ready for duplication by the 
local EC or have an ample supply already 
printed available by order. 


* An ARES operations manual be developed 
on the Do's and Don'ts of emergency 
communications. This would be a_ users 
manual aimed at the emergency management 
official who has deceided to use Amateur 
Radio. 


* The ARRL provide liability insurance 
(blanket policy) to all enrolled ARES 
operators. 


* The ARRL~ re-evaluate all existing 
National MOU's and address the issue of 
liability insurance. Such as what 
agencies have coverage for Amateurs and 
under what conditions it is activated. 


* At future Roanoke Division LPM's, 
reports be sought from PIO's (Public 
Information Officers) and that all ARRL 


appointees who attend a LPM are given a 
spot on the program to speak or to present 
a report. The Section Manager would 
coordinate this activity. 


* ARRL support and suggest that local 
clubs develop Novice classes for public 
access channels of cable TV companies. 


* At Division and National level meetings, 
conventions and hamfests’ there be forums 
on effective public relations for Amateur 
Radio, especially for affiliated clubs. 


* ARRL- open’ its Board of Directors 
meetings to any member, this to include 
the allowing of video and audio tape 
recordings. Any matter requiring secrecy 
may be done in Executive Session. 


* The ARRL, on a national basis coverage, 
make a clear plain english writing on 
RACES/ARES and their relationship to each 
other. 


After all the resolutions were made, final 
remarks were made by Rosalie; Gay, and 
John. Our thanks to the Mecklenburg ARS 
and its members for hosting the 1988 LPM. 
It was well planned and the facilities 
were perfect. 


If any affiliated club in the Roanoke 


Division would like to host the 1989 LPM, 
please contact Gay or John. 


wkeaekekekeae Ke ke KEK 


MEXICAN LEAGUE CELEBRATES 1ST YEAR 


The Asocicion de Radioaficionados de la 
Republica Mexicana (ARRM) recently 
celebrated thir first anniversay 


convention in Hermosillo Sonora Mexico. 
Eladio Alvarez, Director General of the 
ARRM presented the goals for the future, 
which included establishing an emergency 2 
meter network throughout Mexico. 


To encourage new amateurs, the ARRM plans 
to offer license training. Amateur radio 
examinations in Mexico are essay type and 
extremely difficult -- calling for 
verbatim recall of the various regulations 
BY NUMBER! (and you thought OUR exams 
were tough!!) (tnx, W5YI) 


RARS AWARDS 
MANAGER 


RARS, as an ARRL Special Service Club, is 
authorized to have an ARRL Awards Manager. 
This amateur will review your logs and QSL 
cards and is empowered by the ARRL to then 
certify that you qualify for any of the - 
ARRL operating awards. The manager would 
then award, via the ARRL, the 
WAS/DXCC/whatever to you. This procedure 
is designed to greatly reduce the time 
currently needed for you to _ be able to 
hang your hard earned wallpaper. 


Now, several RARS members have already 
volunteered to be the Club Awards Manager. 
Your Executive Board feels that a random 
selection by the Board, of one of these 
hams would perhaps not be in_ the best 
interests of RARS, nor completely fair. 


The Board has decided’ therefore to 
establish a set of basic requirements and 
request anyone who meets those 
repuirements to apply for the position. 

The candidate should prepare a brief 


resume of additional credentials that 
qualify him or her for the job, to be 
published in the August EXCITER. Each 


candidate will be given exactly 5 minutes 
of podium time at the August meeting, 
followed by a written ballot vote by the 
membership. The term for this newly 
created position will be one year. 


Minimum qualifications are 1) Have been a 
continuous member of RARS for atleast one 
year, and be an ARRL member. 2) Be 18 
years of age or older, and 3) Hold a DXCC 
and WAS award. (The last requirement is 
to insure that the person selected for the 


job is an experienced ham, and knows what 
constitutes a ‘valid’ QSL for awards 
purposes. -- editors note) 


A WORD FROM H, @, AN A Z. 


Pete Thacher, N4HQZ 
--RARS President-- 


All RARS members are encouraged to attend 
the July meeting and participate in the 
formal creation of special interest 
groups. RARS is your club, and this is 
your chance to make it a club that 
supports your particular radio interest. 
Listed below are the special interest 
areas already identified. If yours is not 
there, let me know and it will be added. 
I have assigned a temporary Chairman for 
each group at the July meeting. 


K) OSCAR/EME: Sherman, W4TZU and David, 
K4SAN. 


- L) ARRL Co-ordination: Chuck, K4HF. 


M) Meeting Programs: Chuk, KB4MDZ.. 
N) Homebrew: John, WAQ9SZL. 


Remember the July meeting will be at the 
YMCA on Hillsborough Street. Coffee will 
be brewed, donuts will be homemade, and 


the YMCA is AIR CONDITIONED! See you 
there. 


SILITTITITAA IITA ATTA TATA AAA 


THAILAND BACK ON 
HAM BANDS! 


What the group should do at the July After 6 years of almost zero activity, the 
meeting: 1). Make a roster of the group government is now allowing nationals, 15 
members. 2) Deceide on a Chairman and years of age and older to apply for 
Co-Chairman. 3) Deceide on a _ recorder, licenses. Legal residents of other 


whose function will be to inform the countries working in Thailand have applied 
newsletter editor of the groups for reciprocal privileges. Listen for 
activities. 4) Discuss what the group that elusive “HS" prefix --- shouldn't be 
would like to see happen in their too much longer! (de W5YI) 
interest, and 5) Discuss hou RARS can : 
support the group -- with $$ or otherwise. 

KReKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKK KKK KKK RRR kkkkk 
Special Interest groups and temporary 
chairmen: FREE KW LINEAR!! 


A) Club Administration, Pete N4HQZ & Tim, (How's that for a baited lead in??) 


N4IQA. Seems the recent Canadian/Soviet Polar Ski 

Trek had a slight accident -- the ice flow 
B) Public Service & Emergency Conm.: they were operating off of split into 4 
Edward, N4SSU. pieces, and a brand spankin new ICOM 

solid-state KW disappeared into the Polar 
C) Publicity: Audrey, WB4ZSM. Artic. International Maritime Salvage law 
applies ... happy diving!! (The op's went 
scrambling for their lives -- who sez ham 
radio is dull??) 


D) Hamfest: Bruce, WASNEW. 
E) Field Day: Bob, NA4G & Steve, AB4EL. 


F) Training: Jim, N4BYO. Aer COICO CICOoICoIO COOK IoOK 


G) VE Program / Newsletter: Vince, AA4MY. MORE SALE! ! 


H) Membership Assistance: Jim, WA4AO0. ICOM @4AT (45@mHz) Handheld. Brand new 


(STILL IN FACTORY SEALED TIC BAG, 

with waranty card, etc. inside). These 

are being sold by major radio dealers for 

$285 - $300. First $230 takes it!! (Was 

hamfest prize to someone who already owned 
g one!) Contact AA4MY @ 847-8512 (eves). 


I) VHF/UHF Activities: Lyn, WA4GEH; Ed, 
WA4PEN, and Jim, K4ABJ. 


J) HF Activities: Rob, AB4EU, Walter, 
AB4DQ, & Dave, KM4AK. 


LEAGIIN 
jc —. 


On June 15 the Ariane 4 carrying Phase 3C 
climbed into the clear morning sky and 
repaid the debts its forebearers made when 
they dropped Phase 3A into the Atlantic 
and collided with Phase 3B (OSCAR 10). 
The Phase 3C satellite was injected into 
orbit one hour and twenty minutes after 
the 11:19:04 UTC liftoff. The flight of 
the Ariane 4, its first, was almost 
unexciting. Everything happened that was 
supposed to happen and the events happened 
on time. 


An hour and a half after injection, ZL1A0X 
heard the OSCAR-13 beacon and reported to 
the world that the telemetry indicated 
that the spacecraft was nothing less than 
perfect. In the next few hours, as the 
new satellite rode up the front side of 
the orbit to its first apogee, JAIANG and 
ZS6AKB . acquired the beacon and confirmed 
the good news. 


Wasting no time, on the next apogee over 
Europe, a West German station uploaded 
commands to the satellite’s computer and 


started the electromagnets in the tips of 
each ‘arm to begin pulsing to orient the 
bird for the kick motor firing. That 
firing had been scheduled for June 22, but 
the spacecraft was not oriented properly. 

The firing is controlled from Germany, but 
the spacécraft mus be above the horizon in 
New England for monitoring purposes. The 
next available apogee occurs on June 25. 


There does not seem to be a great deal of 
concern since the satellite shows little 
effects from dipping down to 137 miles 


twice a day. The object of the first burn 
is to raise that figure to almost a 
thousand miles and to increase the angle 
of the equator crossing slightly. A 
subsequent burn will change that angle to 
57 degrees. It is now about 10 degrees. 


OSCAR-13 is probably no stronger than 
OSCAR-10 was when it was new, but it 
sounds so much better. The OSCAR-10 


antenna, damaged when the third stage of 
the rocket ran over it, always gave a 
deep, rapid QSB to the signals. OSCAR-13 


has some QSB but it isn't nearly as deep 


as that from A0-10. It looks like it is 
going to be the best ever, probably the 
best we'll see until we get a 
geosynchronous satellite up.’ 


Late in May, the Canadian-Soviet 
trans-polar Skitrek team made landfall on 
the intended island in northern Canada. 
They had been on the ice for three months. 
All. seemed in as good a _ shape as they 
expected. It was a most unusual 
application for amateur radio but we 
seemed to get very little publicity out of 
it. 


He KKK HK HK HK KK KH KK KKEEKEKEKEEEEKKKKKKKKEKEKKKK 


LATE SATELLITE NEWS 


At 1857 UTC on June 22, the kick 
motor on OSCAR-13 was fired with the 
same success that has characterized 
the flight so far. It was the first 
fully successful motor firing per- 
formed on an amateur radio satellite. 
The motor on OSCAR-10 was fired but 
it ran too long and resulted in the 
less than desired orbit that we have. 


The perigee was raised from 137 
to 644 miles and the inclination with 
the equator was increased from about 
10 degrees to almost 14 degrees. The 
burn lasted 50 seconds, added about 
500 feet per second to the velocity 
at apogee, and consumed less than 10 
percent of the available fuel compo- 
nents. With everything going so 
well, I’m even more sure that this is 
aoing to be the best amateur radio 
satellite so far. 

—- W4TZU - 
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REMEMBER THE RARS OUTGOING 
QSL BUREAU SERVICE! ! 


If you are an ARRL member, bring your 
outgoing DX QSL cards to _ the next RARS 
meeting along with your current mailing 
label from QST. John, KK4JB, will collect 
the cards and bulk mail them to the ARRL's 
Outgoing Bureau. ARRL Bureau rules apply. 


In May, 2 members submitted 178 cards to 
the bureau's service. In June, 3 members 
submitted 35 cards. 


PACKET 
PREBLEMS 


A major battle is brewing in Packet 
circles.... The majority of the network 
software in use _ today was written by a2 


hams in California, who incorporated into 
a commercial entity called SOFTWARE 2000. 


Their software, called "NET/ROM", plugged 
into the TAPR hardware (along with all the 
clones), and turned the "simple" TNC being 
used as a digi-peater into a network node. 
This drastically increased data throughput 
when sending messages via digi-peaters. 


A lot of grumblings have been heard by 
hams -- amateurs like you and me -- who 
were "forced" to mail off their out hard 
earned $$$ to SOFTWARE 2000 to keep their 
packet digipeaters at the "current level" 
and compatible with all the other packet 
digipeaters (nodes) in the network. "We 
know about the bugs in level 1.3 -- 
they're fixed in level 1.4! That will be 
another $40 for the ‘upgrade'." After 4 
or 5 times through that cycle, one's 
wallet begins to suffer... And alas, 
SOFTWARE 2000 was the only game in town; 
their product was heavily laced with state 
of the art legal jargon with respect to 
copy rights ... "thou shalt not." 


Enter on the scene a German AMATEUR group, 
called Nord Link. This group wrote, in 


high level language ("C"), a similar 
Product, compatible with the network 
created by  NET/ROM. To keep user 
confusion to a minimum, the same command 
Structure and operating sequences were 
kept intact -- again conforming to the 


STRUCTURE of Software 2000's NET/ROM. 


The major difference is that the Nord Link 
code is distributed in typical AMATEUR 
fashion: FREE. Its "“share-ware" -- can 
be copied freely by anyone provided the 
copy-ers do not re-sell (ie. make a profit 
from) it. The Nord Link software is OPEN 
they claim. They incourage hams, world 
wide, to IMPROVE upon their code. After 
all, that is one of the purposes of Ham 
radio -- to improve the state of the art. 

The hams at 


"FOUL!," cries Software 2000. 


Nord Link are "theives." “Anyone who uses 
the Nord Link software is aiding in PIRACY 


_-- and kicking the U.S. hams who toiled 


oO 


long and hard developing NET/ROM in the 


groin!" This message from California 
flooded packet networks and bulletin 
boards nation wide. Software 2000 claims 


the Nord Link product is nothing but a 
thinly disguised COPY of NET/ROM. A byte 
for byte COPY. Software 2000 tells 
amateurs to examine the PROM contents, . 
byte by byte. — 


Nord Link responds by saying that no, 
their work was not a copy. They wrote the 
original in "C" and then compiled it. 

They offer the source listings (again in 


"C") to anyone interested. Yes, they 
admit it is similar -- after all, it plugs 
into the same hardware, accomplishes the 
same tasks to be compatible in the 
existing network, and uses the same user 
command set to do it. But a byte for’: 
byte copy?? Definately not. 

When this situation first blossomed, 


several prominent U.S. packet-eers took a 
"hands-off" approach. They would not be 
party to the distribution or use of any 
suspected pirate software until they did 
what Software 2000 suggested -- did a byte 


by byte analysis of the code. These 
prominent hams, computer experts by 
profession, analyzed the software, and are 


now DISTRIBUTING the Nord Link code. They 
say it is NOT a copy -- there are numerous 
significant changes -- it is BETTER. 


Software 2000 is instituting a major legal 
action against the AMATEUR group Nord 
Link 38 
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DEFINITIONS: 
| eg 4 ie is an unmarried female radio 
operator. An “XYL" is a married female 


radio operator. An "MYL" is the spouse of 
a radio operator, not being -a ham herself. 
an Seno: is a male radio operator, 
regardless of age or marital status. 


de WA4MJE 


HAM — 
eer y” foi 


The first callsign of the ARRL 
Headquarters station was "1MK". It was a 
twenty watt rig having four UV-220s in 
parallel. It was operating in the 1920s. 

At that time, membership in the ARRL was 
$2.00 per year. News-stand copies were 20 


cents. 
In 1936, a severe flooding of the 
Connecticut River practically destroyed 


the Headquarters station at Brainard Field 
in Hartford. During that time, the 
callsign was "W1MK". A new station was 
planned in honor of Hiram Percy Maxim, 
W1AW, who had become a Silent Key in 
February 1936. The FCC assigned the call 
W1AW to the League in Memorium --- the 
first time the Commission ever did this! 


In September 1938, the Maxim Memorial 


Station, W1AW, was dedicated ona 7-1/3 
acre piece of farm land in Newington, 
Connecticut, where it has operated ever 
since. 


On December 7, 
bombed, 


1941, Pearl arbor was 
World War II started for the U.S. 
and ham radio went QRT --- except W1AW 
continued on the air --- under special 
temporary authority in order’ to get the 
word to hams to get off the air and to 
issue war information bulletins to all 
hams. Finally, on January 10, 1942, all 
amateur radio was shut down. 


Hostilities ceased on August 17, 1945. 
FOUR DAYS LATER, the ARRL working with the 
FCC got hams back on the air!! On October 
31, W1AW went back on the air, and it's 
still going strong today. 


In 1954, W1AW had a small fire in the 
station, damaging only fire-stop 
construction and other safety features. 


No operating schedules were cancelled. 
The last major renovation of the ARRL 
Headquarters station W1AW was done in 1964 
-- 24 years ago! Now that little red 
brick building is showing its age. The 
building needs new weather proofing and 
new wiring. The brick work, roof, gutters 


and windows need repairs. The majority of 
the radio equipment is from the 
vacuum-tube era. We need to update OUR 
League station equipment. Modernize it! 


Now heres the pitch: 


1. Read the April QST article on the W1AW 
renovation fund drive. 


2. Make your tax deductible donation to 
the ARRL. You can call 203-666-1541 and 
they will tell you how easy it is. 


The League needs YOUR support. W1AW has 
served ALL hams for a long, LONG time. 
Now it needs OUR help. 


I have donated to this cause because I 
believe in it with all my heart. 


SK 73 de TOT 
(Editors note: the above article was 
reprinted from the "RAGS Review," the 
journal of the Radio Amateurs of Greater 


Syracuse (NY), WA2PUU Editor. The author 
of the article, whose name and call is not 
known, goes by the nom de plume "The Old 
Timer" (TOT).) 


DALE: 


C-64 by Commodore 

Power Supplies 

Disk Drive 

Tape Drive 

C-803 Printer w/ Tractor Feed 
Joy Stick 

Many Many Programs 

Computer Center Desk 

Large Quan. Paper 

Excellent Condx (still have 
original boxes.) 


al all all ae 


PACKET RACKET: May, 1988 
Journal of: 
The Wake Digital Communications Group 


NC Packet Traffic Notes 
by Ed Stephenson, AB4S, NC PTM 


I have just been looking over the message 
lists on a few packet BBS systems that I 
can get to from here. I am sad to 
report that there were several messages 
(traffic) on the lists which were getting 
pretty old. I have been trying to 
determine why these messages might just 
sit like this. 


Before I try to examine why folks aren't 

picking up traffic from BBS's and moving 
it along, let me go over the "plan of 
record" for packet traffic in the North 
Carolina section. We, the traffic 
handlers in North Carolina who have access 
to packet BBS's, have been asked to 
keep our eyes open for traffic that is 
left on BBS's’~ after either entering the 
section via store and forward, or have 


been originated within the section. We 
have been asked to use our knowledge of 
the packet network, as it exists, so 
that we can determine whether or not a 
message is likely to get closer to its 
destination via packet, or whether we 
should remove it from the BBS and take it 
to an NTS net (CW oor phone) to keep it 
moving. BBS Sysops have been asked to 
either watch for this "sitting traffic", 
or appoint a traffic handler in his area 


to watch for traffic which seems to be 
stuck. Bear in mind that after sitting 

on one BBS~ for a full day, a piece of 
traffic is probably "stuck." 

Now, why are we seeing traffic that has 
been left on BBS systems all over the 
state? I believe there are several 
reasons this might be happening. Let me 


give you my list and provide suggestions 
for improvement for each. 


1. Traffic is entered wrong and would 
not be properly placed on an NTS net in 
its present form. 


RECOMMENDATION 


1 


This is the most difficult one to 
handle. First, let me say that this is 
really a good sign! What this means 
to me is that there are new (non-traffic 


handlers) starting to use the system. 
Consider this similar to what happens 
when a station operator checks into a net 
for the first time and must have’ some 


instruction before he is familiar with 
ARRL format and procedures. The 
difficult part is that we cannot give 
the instruction "real time" as we would 
in a net. 

Sometimes a message is listed as 
traffic when the content and_- format 
clearly shows that it is really just a 
packet message, not traffic. You should 
treat such a message the same way you 
would if you originated it from 
information received on the telephone. 
If necessary, completely rework the 


preamble (if one exists) and put it in the 
appropriate format. If the text is really 
too long to be in an NTS format I suspect 
that this is not really a candidate for 


NTS and the originator should be notified 
traffic is listed for a small town which 
has no known access to a packet BBS, or 


it has an incomplete address for delivery. 


2. Traffic is listed for a small town 
which has no known access to a packet BBS, 


or it has an incomplete address for 
delivery. 

RECOMMENDATION 

Treat this pretty much like you would any 
message that you are handling on a net. 
Try taking it to an NTS section net, or 
local net and see if someone can handle 
1 After a good honest try, if you are 
unable to get this message closer to its 
destination, service the originating 
Station advising the operator of the 
situation. 


3. By the time you see the message it is 
already too. old to be passed or 
delivered without embarrassment. 


RECOMMENDATION 
The message is not going to get any 


younger by sitting ona BBS. The only 
thing I can think of worse than an old 


Pere nee ee tOor OoGAn-i3i- « sherman, 
W4TZU, guides and mans the 
pole, crves Boat Anchor Bob, NA4G, 
prepare 


fishing 


Seebow jaunch a. .sinker high 
iy i the pines. Quite a sling 
Shot! ! 
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FIELD DAY '88 


PHOTOS BY AA4MY 


IbLEVE, AB4EKL. hitting 
AY CW (useing “a one 
Loop), 


James Martin, KA5IEC, 
Walt Price, KM4BU, as 
watches for smoke. 
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message being delivered is one that never 
gets delivered. Take it and get it 
moving. You do not have to explain why it 
is old, just get it moving. 


There might be other reasons’ that our 
packet traffic is not being forwarded like 
it should. If you know of other reasons, 
please contact me and between us, we 
might be able to come ‘up with a 
solution. - 


Strongly encourage your BBS Sysops to take 
an active roll in getting traffic through 
the packet system. When you get a chance 
to discuss this matter with your local 
packet club, or other Amateur Radio club, 
do so. 

When we first started to see the 
packet network developing most. of us 
(traffic handlers and NON-traffic 
handlers alike) realized the fantastic 
potential for traffic handling via this 
mode. I feel that we have not even come 
close to living up to the potential in 


North Carolina. BBS Sysops have dutifully . 


set up their forwarding files to assist 
in getting traffic as close as possible to 
its destination, but this is a growing 
facet of Amateur Radio and _ continued 
vigilance is required. 


SOME GENERAL RECOMMENDATIONS FOR PACKET 
TRAFFIC 


Since we have a lot of stations with 
fantastic packet capability, but with 
little traffic expertise at the 
keyboards, we need to begin a massive 
traffic education program for packeteers. 
Probably, the main thing that needs to 
be explained is message formatting. There 
have been some proposals for simplifying 

message formats for packet use. There is 
only one problem with this. If traffic 

is to be taken from packet BBS's and 
taken to NTS nets, the format NEEDS to 
be the same. If not, you can put the 
message in NTS format yourself and 

treat it like you would if you were 
given the message by a "person on the 
street" or via a telephone call. 


At your next packet club meeting, 
discuss the problem with others in 
attendance and you might be surprised to 


see that there is a lot of interest in 
"getting it right." Prepare a sample 
message in NTS_ format and pass it around 
for other packeteers to see. This is 
probably the easiest way to educate. 
Post your sample message on your local 
BBS as a message to ALL. Discuss it on 
your local 2-meter voice repeater when 
you get acchance. You will probably get 
some disagreement from someone, but at 
least it will have been discussed and 
you will have a chance’ to give your 
side of the discussion. You might not 
have any disagreement -- just interest 
and thanks! 


If you have other suggestions or comments 
on this proposal, please give me _ the 
benefit of your’ thoughts. Address 
comments to: 


Ed Stephenson; AB4S @ WA4LPD 
700 Madison Ave. 

Cary, NC 27513 

(919) 467-6832 (house) 

(919) 469-1806 (shack) 


IN MEMORIUM 


Moko Tucker, wife of WDCG President 
Cecil Tucker WA4LPD, passed away June 9, 
1988. The members of the WDCG (and 
RARS) wish to . express their deep 
sorrow to Cecil. 


DX ok DlFelOeS: 


Gotta short note from RARSite Ron, AA4VK, 
that advised of his up-coming DX-pedition 
to Bermuda (June 29 - July 6). Ron sez he 
worked several RARS members on his last 
Bermuda trip (March '88), and he's hoping 
to do the same on this one. 


Ron's note sez he'll be operating al] 
bands, depending on noise and band condx 

during the evening & night hours... I 
wonder what a _ real-DXer like Ron does in 
Bermuda during the daylight hours??!! 
Enjoy your (second) Bermuda vacation, Ron 


-- just make sure you bring us back some 
pictures to show how "rough" a DX-pedition 
can be!! Listen for AA4VK/VP9 -- who 
knows -- we may have to sponsor a club 


trip down there to help him fend off those 
scantily clad native girls-- or atleast 
give him a breather from bein at GOOD end 
of a pile-up! 


(Ron is also making plans to operate 10 
meters from the southern Carribean during 
October's CQWW contest. That will be sure 
to give plenty of DX-ers some additional 
multipliers during the contest!) 


of DX-peditions, next 
February has the trip of a lifetime: the 
Soviet Arctic! No kidding QRZ DX 
reports that UAOKK is organizing what he 
hopes will be the first of many joint U.S. 
Soviet DX-peditions. Interested DX hounds 
should write Valerie Schinevsky, PO Box 
44, Prevek,. Magadanskaya Oblast 68610, 
USSR. 


And speaking 


And while we're on the topic of the USSR, 
it appears 'Glasnost' is rippling down to 
ham radio op's in the USSR. Soviet DXers 
are now LEGALLY PERMITTED to talk to 
Israeli stations directly, & give their 
addresses over the air! The Soviet QSL 
Bureau (PO Box 88, Moscow), rumored to be 
the largest & s-l-o-w-e-s-t in the world, 
has expanded, and INSIDE DX listed 10 NEW 
Bureau addresses for the UD, UG, UF, UQ, 
UP, UO, UJ, UH, UA1A, and UA3A prefixes. 
Where will it all end??!?!? 


FAMILY MEMBER HAM OPERATION DENIED 


The FCC has denied a petition that would 
allow ham operation by un-licensed family 
members where “at least one person holds 
an Amateur Extra Class operator license." 
The petitioner, Carroll Norton, NA4I, of 
Augusta, Ga. suggested that family members 
be allowed to use the Extra's call sign, 
followed by the word “auxilliary." 


Citing several reasons for their denial of 
the petition, the FCC stated that "the 
Amateur service should not be used as an 
alternative to other radio. services. 

Personal radio communications are already 
available to family members in the General 


Mobile Radio Service (GMRS) and in 
Citizens Band service (CB). The FCC also 
cited International treaties, and the long 
standing purpose of Our service: 
"...self-training, intercommunication and 
technical investigations carried out by 


duly authorized persons interested in rdio 
technique with a personal aim and with 
pecuniary interest." In summation, the 
FCC Order stated "Thus, the purpose of the 
amateur service is best served by the 


application to all users of a licensing 
requirement based on demonstrated 
abilities." (tnx W5YI) 

Pere ne tere ere ae rea 


Definitions (continued... ) 


Heard someone on 2 meters giving their 
“personal” the other day... 


I was somewhat disappointed to hear their 
name follow. I was sorta hoping to hear 
some intimate detail of one’s’ life not 
normally shared with others, as is the 
common useage of “personal”. 


I knew CBers used the term "handle". (I 
can only presume that “handles” are used 
in their quest for anonymity and I 
guess they NEED anonymity because they are 
not proud of (nor do they want to be held 
accountable) for their operating 
practices. ) I thought the rest of the 
world used the word “name” when they meant 
to say "name". If anyone out knows the 
origin of “personal” meaning “name,” 
please let me know. tnx de AA4MY 
-/-/-/-/-/-/~1-4-/-[=fol=1-1-lafe ee 


REPEATER 
LITIGATION 
CONTINUES 


Last month's EXCITER took a somewhat 
Satiricial view of some court cases in 
California involving hams suing one 
another. Evidently, this was NOT an 


isolated case, as implied in the EXCITER. 


Texas ham, Thomas Hamrick, AL7HH, already 
involved in a messy repeater co-ordination 
suit in Texas, obtained copies of letters 


of complaint to the FCC under the Freedom 
of Information Act. These letters were 
written by other Texan hams, who 
complained about the method in which Mr. 
Hamrick obtained his Alaskan call sign. 

Mr. Hamrick again went to court, charging 
Richard Jones, N5IVA, Mark Sills, KA5HOG, 
Kerry Miller, WD5ABC, & Jim Bingham, WK5D 


with "libel, slander and false light 
publicity - and using foul language, 
sexual innuendoes, threats of bodily 
injury, and countless prank telephone 


calls at all hours." 


“Hamrick is one of nine 
originally sued by Dave Pease, N5DA, last 


summer. Pease also sued the Texas VHF-FM 
Society, the recognized repeater 
coordinator in the state. A 16 page 


_ counter-suit was filed by Hamrick." 


"Last week, Hamrick filed another lawsuit 
against four more amateurs including Jim 
Haynie, WB5JBP, the ARRL's West Gulf 
Director." 


All of the legal battles reported started 
with repeater coordination issues. 


Repeater co-ordination appears to be a 
tension filled topic in amateur circles 
NATION WIDE. At the National Coordination 
Conference recently held at the Dayton 
Hamfest, a forum room designed to hold 80, 
was filled beyond capacity with almost 
200! The FCC and the ARRL appeared to be 
the loosers in the debate that followed. 


From the best that I can de-cipher, the 
problem arises in that the ARRL will list 
any group that calls itself a “frequency 
coordinator" in their Repeater Directory. 

Even though there may be an existing, well 


amateurs 


-MACC's 


established 
existance 
promotes 
challenging 


coordination group in 
in a region, the ARRL's policy 
rival groups forming, and 
the existing group. Once 
listed in the League's Directory, the FCC 
views both groups as legitimate entities, 
and that's where a stale-mate develops. 
Critics of the current system fault the 
ARRL for recognizing newly formed groups 


in regional areas already served by 
existing frequency coordination groups; 
and the FCC’ for utilizing the ARRL 


Directory as giving these rival 
equal legal stature. 


groups 


SERA (South East Repeater Association -- 
OUR coordinator) and MACC (Mid America 
Coordination Council) both argued that it 
was NOT necessary for the ARRL to publish 
the NAMES of "repeater coordinators" who 
submitted information for the Repeater 
Directory. It was felt that instead, the 
ARRL could print a blanket statement to 
the effect that persons wishing 
coordination could contact their local 
council for assistance. 
The ARRL refused to... consider SERA & 
request, and witl publish the list 


anyway. 


This promped 
coordinators 

coordinates for 7 states), 
coordinates for 8), and several other 
state associations including’ Florida, 
California, & Colorado) to copyright their 
listings (and prevent the ARRL from using 


of 
SERA 


threats 
(including 


existing 
(which 
MACC (which 


‘ them). 


-in effect, 


"head in the sand" reply was 
go ahead and copyright, we can 
get the information from alternate sources 
(ie. the repeater owners, themselves). 


The League's 


It appears that volunteer coordination is 
having some severe problems, NATION WIDE. 
Instead of being at the forefront in 


promoting volunteer cooperation, the ARRL 
is, in effect, actively ENCOURAGING the 
DISTRUCTION of the existing system, and 
extreme POLARIZATION of the ham community. 


Article by AA4MY, with information from 
W5YI REPORT, SERA Journal, & ARRL Letter. 


CLIPPINGS 
FROM THE EDITOR'S DESK 


EDITOR'S HONOR ROLL: 
Rob Ingraham, AB4FY 


Tom Smithson, N4KXT 
John Thomas, KK4JB 


’ Those three gents volunteered 2 hours of 


THEIR time, for the fold and staple 
effort, AGAIN. Thanks guys. Your 
dependability (once again) saved the day. 


Without your help, last months newsletter 
would not have made it out. How ‘bout you 
OTHER 268 members??? When was the last 
time YOU pitched in and helped?? 


kaekekekekeekekekeke ke keke Ke Ke KK EK 


RARS Members will find a stamped envelope 
addressed to the club in this issue, along 
with a short questionaire. Please take 
the time to fill out the questionaire and 
return with your check for your 1988 / 
1989 dues. 


A lot of changes may have taken place 
since you first joined RARS -- we'd like 
to be kept up to date as to those changes. 
Please fill out the form & mail it to us 
with your check for $10 ($15 for family 


membership). We look forward to your 
continued membership in our fine 
organization. 


i cs 


Last month's exciter contained 
search puzzle written by my 8 year old 
son, Joey. For those who couldn't find 
the words, here they are. And special 
thanks to Bob Brunn, SMOBRU, for writing 
Joey a short note, saying he found some 
words / abbreviations that were NOT on 
Joey's list: OP, LAY, AGE, RF, MX, OF, IF, 
MAD, AT, ADD, MA, AM, AFL, AX, QSZ, AS, 
PERTH, FUSE, SAM, US, GA, YET, GAY, TAX, 
ROT, MAP, MN, REM, COS, and QTH. 


a word 


73 de AA4MY 
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Joey Yakamavich 
(#1 son of AA4MY) 


AOTtNANOO 
zenrausnt<«ce 


FIND THESE WORDS: 


CW MORSE CODE 
SSB AMTOR 

RIG ICOM 
KENWOOD YAESU 
HEATHKIT ROGER 
REPEATER DIT 

DAH STRAIGHT KEY 
BUG QUAD 

YAGI COAX 

WATT RARS 

HF HAM 


RHEE EHH HEHE ETH A aE ER HAAR AEE HR AE EH OH HEH 


Last month's EXCITER contained the current 
membership roster. We goofed! Please 
correct the following: 


Terry Raiter, KB4HYF, correct telephone # 
is 782-1233; not 787-1233. Emily Will's 
call (erroneously listed as WA2WFM) should 
be KA2WFM. AB4EL spells his last name | 
MODENA, not Modina. Ronnie, WA4MJF, was 
listed as WA4MFJ in the ‘Sort by Call’ 
area. William Hales, W4FNB, was 
incorrectly listed as being General Class. 
Should be Advanced. Walter Price, 
ex-N4PIJ, received his new call, KM4BU, 
the day after we went to print with the 
last roster. To all we say ... 


Sorry about that! 


VE 
REPORT 


The June lst exams drew 14 applicants, who 
took a total of 19 elements. Of the 14, 


only three went away with only the 
experience; the other 11 took at least a 
Laue, and 8 successfully upgraded 


(including 3 new Novices). 


The big winner of the evening had to be 
Andy Blalock N4SSX, a new RARS member (and 


graduate of N4BY0's recent Novice/Tech 
class). Andy went from Technician to 
Advanced. Andy's father, Milton Blalock, 
N4SST (also a RARS class grad), was not 


far behind, going from Tech to General. 
Michael Baubin, KA4LDL, a RARS member who 
had been an inactive novice for MANY 
years, took the plunge and upgraded to 
Technician. We hope to hear you soon on 2 
meters, Mike! 


Other successful RARS members 
Diepenbrock, N4QHJ, who will be sporting a 
new KM4 prefix when his Advanced license 
comes in. Tim, N4IQA, got the Extra 
theory out of the way, as did new member 
Keith Savoy, WD4PSO (who drove in from 
Rougemont, north of Durham). 


New member Randy Stegall passed his Novice 
test with ease. Randy is the first 
student of Wally, KI4BP to come through. 


Wally is working with the folks at 
Handi-Hams up in Minnesota, and if Randy's 
performancé is any indication of what 
KI4BP is doing, we in RARS can_ look 


forward to many new hams in the area. 
Randy sez he's’ already ordered his 
Technician study guide on tape -- and I 
have no doubt of his success... Congrats 
to Randy and to Wally, keep up the good 
work! 


Also successful were several 
non-RARS-ites: Charles Howell, N4SMS, of 
Wilson (passed that most feared element 
1B: 13 wpm!), Doctor (thats his first 
name, not a title) Aal-Anubia passed the 
Novice exam. Harry Rogers (a missionary 
schedualed to go to the Phillipines later 
this year) also passed Novice. Chris 
Lassiter KC4E0G, (I think a_ brother to 


were Jay 


* RARS member Glen, 
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KC4DHS) made Tech. To 
you folks, we at RARS congratulate you at 
your success, and we hope we made a 
favorable impression as to the fellowship 
that RARS as a club has to offer. We hope 
you will be back! 


I usually avoid mentioning those folks who 
aren't successful at the exams, but in 
this case, I have to make an exception. 
RARS member Tom Jefferies, KC4FCC, a 
Novice, missed the Tech by only 1 
question. Best of luck next time, Tom, 
and I hope you don't EVER plan on changing 
your call!!! 


No report of exams would be complete 
without mentioning the help of our RARS 
VEs. Quite an impressive showing: WA4APK, 
WA4A00, KB4LAF, AB4CH, AB4EL, KN4G, K4HF, 
WA4SGIR, & K4FAD. Add to that list KK4JB, 
AB4FY, and W4FMN who offered their 
assistance if needed. W4TZU also lent a 
hand with the pre-registration and admin. 
(If I could only get Sherm to take that 
Extra exam & become certified...) I must 
say, I am HONORED to be associated with 
such a group, and we at RARS can be PROUD 
of the work these folks do. 


Wednesday, July 6th, at the 
7:30 PM at the YMCA on 
Hillsborough St.  RARS VE team #2 will be 
doin the honors.... Till next month, 
--- 73 de AA4MY --- 
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Next exams: 
RARS meeting. 


FCC FINES VE’s 


The FCC has fined two VE’s, KP4JF, and 
KP4NW each $750 for participating inas 
cheme to intentionally submit amateur 
radio test session results six months 
late. The examinations were held in July, 
and subsequently put aside. When asked by 
the applicants about their wm-received 
licenses, the two VE’s redated the 610’s 
in question to show a Dec. 13 test date. 
By law, VE’s have only 10 days to process 
all applications and return them to the 
sanctioning VEC. (tnx W5YI) 
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SATURDAY, 


2 WAPFEST 


AT. JULY 16 


NOUNCING 


CARY AMA T..E,ULK RIA 2 Loo CLUB 
SIXTEENTH ANNUAL, MID-SUMMER SWAPFEST 


VFW BUILDING, 


es & & & 


x 


9:00 AM 
11:30 AM 
1:00 PM 
2:15 PM 
2:30 PM 


® 


11:30 AM 


1:00 
2:00 
2:30 
3:00 


PM 
PM+ 
PM 
PM 


JULY 16, 1988, 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM 


Reedy Creek Rd. CARY, NC - AIR CONDITIONED 


* 
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buying, selling, bartering, haggling, visiting. 
lunch (good places to eat - ask us). 

OPEN AUCTION (we sell anything). 

DeRVA Wat: NG Sata tag 

Clean-up and Goodbyes. 


Registration for drawings - $3.50 (three for $10) 


Tables inside: $10 Tail-gating outside: FREE 


PRIZES! PRIZES! PRIZES! 


NEVER an Admission or a Commission at THE MID-SUMMER SWAPFEST 


Info: 


Directions: 


Cary ARC, 


P.O. 


x ® 


I-40 Exit 
Creek Rd., turn left, go 1.7 mi. to VFW Building on the left. 


* 


at 


Box 53, Cary, NC 27511 =- Talk in: 146.88 MHz 


AN ARRL AFFILIATED CLUB * * * 


#287 (STATE PARK & CARY), go south 1 mi. to Reedy 


Last month's QST had a RTTY 


(June '88) 
modem that could be built for under $50. 
Couple that with your computer, or with a 
hamfest RTTY machine, and you too could be 
playing on the "little green keys!" 


Looking for an additional enticement to 


comming up on RTTY?? 


In addition to the VHF RTTY MSO that RARS' 
Billy Edwards, K4BWC has up, HF RTTY has 
alot to offer. Plenty of friendly QSOs, 
an assortment of nets, and special awards 
like Worked All States RTTY & DXCC RTTY. 
Plenty of DX ops are intrigued with this 
mode as well! 


Prior to the advent of Packet, no other 
mode of operation was as well suited to 
passing large amounts of message traffic. 
There are many RITTY traffic nets running 
daily, and MARS op's rely heavily on RTTY 
to pass traffic. 


HF RTTY ops can _ tune in bulletin boards 


(MSOs) as well. What do you find on these 
MSOs? Want ads, bulletins of general 
interest to amateurs, chess games in 
meauress (7) ... lots of things. The 


following is a list (circa November '87) 
of these bulletin boards, called MSOs --- 
I've made a couple corrections & additions 
to that original list. It's quite 
enjoyable. poking around in these data 


bases -- I've been in 3 so _ far on 40 
meters...(thats cuz my 40 m antenna has 
only been up for 2 days!!). Had a lot of 


fun doing it. I think you would too! 

Note’ that K4BWC runs another MSO on 40 (a 
totally different system than the one on 
2)! An extra measure of thanks, Bill, for 
providing the ham community with such nice 
systems for us to play with! 


NM 
— 


HF MSO LIST 
UPDATED 07 JUNE 1988 AA4MY 


STATION FREQ CALL-UP LOCATION 


//N8GTC BROOKVILLE, IN 
//KD30 SMITHSBURG, MD 


0 
0 
KA3NVP 3625.0 //KA3NVP L.BURRELL, PA 
K4BWC = 7075.0 MSOBWC RALEIGH, NC 
N7FCF 7075.0 //N7FCF SUNNYSIDE, WA 
-N8GTC 7079.0 //N8GTC BROOKVILLE, IN 
KD30 7083.0 //KD30 SMITHSBURG, MD 
KA3NVP 7086.0 //KA3NVP L.BURRELL, PA 
WB4ZQB 7087.8 MSOZQB ROBBINSVILLE, NC 
N4WF 7090.0 //N4WF H-VILLE, TN 
W5DN 7090.0 //W5DN BRAZORIA, TX 
KC2FI 7090.0 //KC2FI ELMIRA, NY 
KL7PM 7091.0 MSOPM CAPE FERRELO, OR 
0 


NOEFG 7095.0 //NOEFG INDEPENDANCE, IA 


TGOVT 14087.75 GUATMAIL GUATAMALA CITY 
K4K0Z 14087.75 MSOKOZ BOCA RATON, FL 
KOVKH 14087.75 MSOVKH RAPID CITY, SD 
W7IQO 14087.15 MSOIQO SCOTTSDALE, AZ 
W6KFX 14087.75 MSOKFX HOLLISTER, CA 
W5QXK 14087.75 MSOQXK KAUFMANN, TX 


KA4LSQ 14087.75 //KA4LSQ 
WB8ICL 14087.75 MSOICL 
W9CD 14087.75 MSO9CD 


LOUISVILLE, KY 
YEL. SPRINGS, OH 
URBANNA, IL 


N1IAPI 14087.75 MSOAPI MERIDAN, CT 
W6ZRR 14087.75 MSOZRR SAN LUIS, CA 
K5FL 14087.75 MSOSFL DENTON, TX 
WB8ZTV *14087.75 MSOZTV MOUNDSVILLE, WV 
K1U0L 14097.5 MSQUOL BETHEL, CT 


WALIUF 14097.5 MSOIUF NEW HAVEN, CT 
LUIMBB 14099.0 //LUIMBB ARGENTINA 
KP4ANG 21095.0 //KP4ANG PUERTO RICO 


All. of these operate on 170 Hz shift, and 
at 100 wpm Baudot (75 baud) on call-up. 

After you're in, most can be switched to 
different speeds to accomodate different 
band conditions: 60 WPM Baudot when QRM & 
QRN are wreaking havoc on the signals, and 
110 baud ASCII when "pipe-line" conditions 
exist. All have "help" files to assist 
you in your operation of the system. Have 


fun! ! 
YtaToIoIo cc CICIICICICICICICIICICICIICIHICICICIOIIICIIIIOIOK 
WANTED! ! 


Three RARS members to perform annual RARS 
Treasurers Audit. Accounting background 
not necessary. See.N4HQZ 


Et/ LINE 


by Bruce Eggers, WA9NEW 


NEW PHONE TECHNOLOGY ITS OWN ACHILLES HEEL 


That was the title of a story on page two 
of The News and Observer on May 27. It 
was from the New York Times News Service. 


The news that prompted this story was a 
fire in a telephone switching center near 
Chicago. The center was unmanned, had no 
fire suppression equipment, and the fire 
was not reported for over an_ hour. 
Nothing new so far. Many of us remember 
the Mebane telephone fire back in '76 and 
numerous other local telephone outages in 
more recent years. So what's new? 

What's new is that state of the art 
telephone switching equipment is so much 
smaller, and fiber optic cable is so 
broadbanded, that the telephone companies 
are consolidating into fewer and fewer 
facilities. One unmanned facility can now 
replace what used to fill a bunch of 
buildings and employ dozens or hundreds of 
people. Now, add in the ever increasing 
reliance on computer networking by the 


nation's defense, banking, and routine 
commerce activities and we just might be 
primed for’ disaster. To quote the 


chairman of a panel set up by the National 
Academy of Sciences to study this: 


“The results are scary. The _ report 
concludes that the network is getting thin 
enough in certain areas that if a guy like 
Gadhafi knew where they were, he could 
wreak havoc with the phone system." 


A trivial 
fire in 
service 
the country! 
shops. 


example from this story: The 
Illinois knocked out the FTD 
of every subscribing florist in 
That's about 12,500 flower 


"OK Bruce," you say, “what's this got to 
do with Amateur Radio in Raleigh?". I'm 
glad you asked! | 


Remember last month when a power surge in 
Charlotte knocked out a power supply in 
the basement of a Charlotte Southern Bell 
office? That reportedly affected 400,000 


L2 


customers spread out over an area of some 
5,000 square miles! Surprise you? One of 
those customers is the NWS at Charlotte's 
Douglas International Airport. If you 
were monitoring 2 meters on the evening of 
May 21 you're not surprised. The PCRN 
link from the WA4A0S repeater in Charlotte 
to the K4ITL 28/88 repeater here in 
Raleigh was active for quite some several 
hours. One of the main reasons for this, 
and for the efforts of some several hams 
on both ends of the link (at least one of 
whom was napping on a cot at _ the NWS 
office in Charlotte during the wee hours 
of the morning), was the fact that the NWS 
in Charlotte had no backup communications 
capable of getting weather information out 
of Charlotte other than to rely on efforts 
of volunteer Amateur Radio operators. 


Please note: I said FACT! Shortly after 
1 AM on the morning of May 22 I called the 
FAA's Flight Service Station at RDU and 
asked if they had current weather for 
Charlotte. They did. It was consistent 
with the last observation I had _ heard 
relayed by Amateur Radio. Next I spoke 
with a senior official from the NWS office 
at RDU. He assured me that this Amateur 
Radio link was’ the only avenue available 
to the NWS for getting Charlotte weather 
into the FAA's esystem'. As _ I advised 
him, I had a 22 year career as an Air 
Force weatherman supporting air operations 


and I've come up against a lot of comm 
outages but I've never HEARD of such a 
fiasco! 

Well, to keep it short, the weather was 
VFR, I.'ve not heard of any loss of life or 
property damage resulting from this comm 
outage, a handful of hams have the 
personal satisfaction of knowing they were 
there when they were needed, and all's 


well that ends well. 
Or is it? ° 


Are our limited resources and dedication 


to public service communications about to 
be overtasked by shortsighted public 
officials or are we being patronized? In 


this case, I certainly hope the latter. 


ae 


BERT BAILEY, WFMN 


MATHEMATICS---HARD WORK--HAMMING------ 
Every day one reads about the_ sorry 
condition of our youth with respect to 
simple math. The same remarks per- 
tain to English and perhaps to all 
disciplines. That’s a good word------- 
discipline. General Robert E stated 

that the most sublime word in the Eng- 
lish language is DUTY.In reality, duty 
and discipline are, at bottom, 
Synonyms. Maybe teachers in grammar 
and high school are not making their 
charges aware of the fact that 
educating one’s self is tough and very 


demandinmg work.There is no substitute _ 


for blindly memorizing the multipli- 
cation tables. Some overeducated 
types may argue that “Horrors!! Memor- 
ize? Warp little minds? This is no way 
conducive to true learning." Could be. 
But there is no use painting deck 
chairs on the Titanic as it flounders. 
Memorizing the tables is a great start 
toward discovering that nobody but the 
Student can place facts in his own 
memory. As these and other tools are 
mastered, then the mind can be 
developed to reason to a logical con- 
clusion. 
fact that no psychologist, 
educator, no doctor, no 

ment Official is going to supplant or 
make painless the grind of learning 
step-by-step all the basic lessons of 
math, English. chemistry, physics and 
other important 
pleting stultifying his mental growth, 
then, and only then, will the youth of 
America attain the educational status 
29f kids in Japan, Russia, Germany, and 
%9ther countries that have been clean- 
[ng our kids’ timepieces. And on to 
lams. NSD (Never-Say-Die) and others 
iddress the problem of diminishing 


Once little minds grasp the. 
no master , 
Big Govern-_ 


courses without con- . 


numbers of new hams. Perhaps “the 
big problem lies with this colossal 
American math deficiency. The sorry 
soul who cannot write a check because 
he cannot read or write or obtain a 
driver’s license----for the same rea- 
sons~-- is also a poor candidate for a 
ham ticket. Most of the writers 
stress this deficiency also. So Elmer 
has got to be a better- than-average 
math student or, better, an 
afficionado of the discipline. How 
else can the budding ham convert 20M 
to megaHertz or megaHertz to kiloHz??2? 
How can a cmuk learn CW if he has not 
learned the value, the glue, the sina- 
qua~non of disciplining one’s mind to 
keep at it, keep plugging until yet 
another hurdle has been conquered????? 
The answer rings crystal clear. He 
cannot. So much for’ the anti-CWers! 
The sorry state of affairs in American 
schoolroom math we see is everybody’s 
problem. Maybe VEs and other Elmer 
types had better start teaching simple 
math and simple English so the novice 
can understand the question and then 
maybe, just maybe, reason to a logical 
conclusion------ the answer. Good luck 

guys! Quod est demonstratum. Es QRT. 
###te tee eee ete te te a et # # 


-HOW TO TELL WHEN YOU ARE OVER THE HILL- 


Everything hurts, 


and what doesn't hurt, 
doesn't work! 


You need your’ glasses to find your 
glasses. 
Your back goes out more often than you do. 


Your little black book contains only names 
that end in "M.D.". 


You have too much room in the house and 
not enough room in your medicine cabinet. 


Your children begin to look middle-aged. 


The policemen look 
policemen. 


too young to be 


The little grey-haired woman that you help 
across the street is your wife. 


And...you can't take yes for an answer! 


3 DE N4WF 
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AMATEUR RADIO - A NATIONAL RESOURCE 


BULK RATE ae : 
U.S. pasties ee 3 
Raleigh, N.C. [ 
Permit No. 1737 | 


RALEIGH AMATEUR RADIO SOCIETY, INC. 
P.O. BOX 17124 
RALEIGH, NORTH CAROLINA 27619 


RARS meets each first Wednesday, 7:30 PM at 
First Presbyterian Church, 111 W. Morgan Street 
RARS Nets: Nightly at 8:00 PM on 146.04/64; 
Mon., Tue., Thur., & Fri. at 8:30 PM on 28.364 


@aulendar 


JUL 06 Regular RARS Meeting w/ JUL 22 Deadline for August | 
Amateur Exams. 7:30 PM @ EXCITER material. 
YMCA, Hillsborough St. 
JUL 27 EXCITER Fold & Staple 
JUL 09-10 IARU HF World Contest work party. Call AA4MY 
Also, Atlanta GA HAMFEST 
AUG 13 Amateur Exams by WAVE 
JUL 16 Cary SWAPFEST (see Call John Johnson, WM4P @ 
insert) 834-5001 
JUL 20 RARS Advisory Board 


Meeting, 7:30 PM @ YMCA, 
All members welcome. 


